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The Secretariat developed seven key indicators as part of this project to monitor the implementation of the 
Office of the Special Prosecutor (OSP).  The indicators were to monitored the passage of the Legislative 
Instrument (LI) to the Act (Section 78); publication of half-yearly reports in at least two newspapers of 
national circulation and on the website of the office (Section 3(3)); creation of a website for the OSP; 
quarterly meetings by the OSP Board (Section 9); declaration of assets by all Board members (Section 7(3)); 
opening of a bank account for the OSP (Section 23); and submitting accounts of the OSP to the office of 
the Auditor General for auditing (Section 25). 

The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.
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ABOUT GACC
The Ghana Anti-Corruption Coalition (GACC) is a unique cross-sectoral grouping of public, 
private and civil society organizations (CSOs) with a focus on promoting good governance and 
fighting corruption in Ghana. GACC was registered on March 13, 2001 under Ghana’s 
Companies Code.

VISION
A Ghana that is free from corruption where honesty, transparency, accountability, integrity 
and inclusion are upheld, thereby, helping to improve the standard of living of the people.
 
MISSION
To promote anti-corruption and good governance initiatives in Ghana through 
capacity-building, research and advocacy interventions by engaging coalition members and 
other key stakeholders operating at the regional, national and international levels.
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LIST OF
ACRONYMS

ADISS             Accountable Democratic Institutions and Systems Strengthening

AFIC              Africa Freedom of Information Centre  

ALAC             Advocacy and Legal Advice Centre

CHRAJ             Commission for Human Rights and Administrative Justice

CSO             Civil Society Organization

CPI             Corruption Perception Index 

RTI             Right to Information Law

AGA             African Governance Architecture 

GAS              Ghana Audit Service

HLPF             High-Level Political Forum (HLPF)

LANets  Local Accountability Networks

NACAP  National Anti-Corruption Action Plan

OGP             Open Government Partnership 

OSP             Office of the Special Prosecutor

OSIWA             Open Society Initiative for West Africa

PPA             Public procurement Authority

STAAC             Strengthening Action Against Corruption

STAR-Ghana            Strengthening Transparency, Accountability and Responsiveness

SDGs             Sustainable Development Goals

USAID              United States Agency for International Development
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INTRODUCTION

On behalf of the Governing Board of the Ghana 
Anti-Corruption Coalition (GACC) and my own 
behalf, I present to you the 2019 Annual Report of 
GACC. I am extremely pleased with our 
contribution towards the fight against corruption 
this year.

This year has seen some remarkable results, 
especially the passage of the Right to Information 

(RTI) Act 2019 (Act 989), which will increase 
transparency by opening public and private 

decision-making processes to scrutiny. 

1.1. Remark by GACC Chair
        Nana Osei-Bonsu
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The GACC also devised new strategies that have empowered citizens to demand accountability from 
authorities and public institutions for improved service delivery, particularly in education and health. 

Proudly, the GACC, in a phased membership admission drive, admitted its first set of five new organizations 
bringing our current membership total to fifteen (15). The new members, made up of public and civil society 
organizations, comprise: 
1. Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI), 
2. Ghana Audit Service (GAS), 
3. Good Governance Africa (GGA), 
4. National Commission for Civic Education (NCCE), and
5. Public Procurement Authority (PPA).  
It is our conviction that our new members will bring new drive and consolidate the gains in our collective 
drive in the fight against corruption in Ghana. A fight we are determined to win!

The year also marked the launch of GACC’s Five-Year Strategic Plan to guide the operations of the coalition 
from 2020-2024. The new strategic plan seeks to promote a more coordinated approach in the 
implementation of stakeholder anti-corruption interventions, particularly amongst members and the GACC 
Secretariat.  For instance, Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) collaborated with the GACC 
Secretariat during its first ever major stakeholder engagement since it was established in 2008. This unique 
event clearly demonstrates the determination and thirst for harmonization of efforts between members 
and the GACC Secretariat. 

The year 2019 also recorded a number of corruption cases that exposed some public officials for alleged 
breach of the law. Popular among these exposés is the report by freelance investigative journalist, 
Manasseh Azure Awuni dubbed: 'Contracts for Sale'. The documentary featured the CEO of the Public 
Procurement Authority (PPA), Mr. Adjenim Boateng Adjei in an allegedly conflict of interest situation. This 
resulted in the suspension of the CEO and investigation by the Commission for Human Rights and 
Administrative Justice (CHRAJ) into the matter. 

Finally, I congratulate the hard-working staff of GACC for their relentless commitment to the organization 
and the demand for accountability. I express my sincere appreciation to the Governing Board for 
stewardship and dedication to GACC and the fight against corruption in Ghana and beyond.

The Secretariat developed seven key indicators as part of this project to monitor the implementation of the 
Office of the Special Prosecutor (OSP).  The indicators were to monitored the passage of the Legislative 
Instrument (LI) to the Act (Section 78); publication of half-yearly reports in at least two newspapers of 
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opening of a bank account for the OSP (Section 23); and submitting accounts of the OSP to the office of 
the Auditor General for auditing (Section 25). 

The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.



1.2. Remark by the
         Executive Secretary 
         Mrs. Beauty
         Emefa Narteh
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It is indeed gratifying to document some modest gains in the fight against corruption this year. The year 
2019 saw GACC at the forefront of collective advocacy for enhanced anti-corruption legislation, and 
responsive and accountable governance. The Secretariat collaborated with all relevant stakeholders to 
promote increased transparency and accountability from duty bearers. Some of the collaborative actions 
implemented during the reporting year included:

• Collective CSO support for the President’s termination of the US$74 million Zoomlion 
            contract and calls for investigation and prosecution for any violation of the Public 
            Procurement Act 2003 (Act 663); 

• Commemoration of the Global Week of Action Against Inequality in Ghana to create 
            awareness on inequality during the World Economic Forum held in Davos, Switzerland; 

• Collective CSO request for detailed information from the Minister of Finance with regards 
            to projects that resulted in GHC 2.75 billion savings for Ghana, and reference the mid-year 
            budget review presentation by the Finance Minister to Parliament on 29th July 2019;

• Multi-stakeholder campaign for the passage of the Right to Information (RTI) Bill through 
            several initiatives including street advocacy, Red Friday campaigns, media campaign, 
            coupled with bilateral engagements with Parliament; and

• Nationwide commemoration of the Anti-Corruption and Transparency (ACT) week in the 
            first week of December as part of the United Nations International Anti-Corruption Day 
            (UN IACD) on 9th December.

During the period under review, the Secretariat supported the demand side local level push for 
accountability and improved service delivery. The GACC’s citizen groups termed Local Accountability 
Networks (LANets) were equipped to effectively monitor developmental projects in the Health and 
Education sectors at the district level. 

Despite the modest gains, the year recorded a significant negative impact in our fundraising efforts. Sadly, 
we had to let go four (4) of our dedicated staff given the financial challenge. We therefore appreciate the 
continued support of all our funders particularly those who supported us in 2019. We look forward to an 
impactful 2020 and increased support for our work.
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The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.



REPORT FROM
THE
PROGRAMMES
AND
RESEARCH
DEPARTMENT

The Secretariat implemented the following activities 
during the year under review with funding support from 
donors as well as strategic partnerships with other civil society 
organizations, state anti-corruption institutions, and the Secretariats’ Local Accountability Networks 
(LANets), in line with objectives under each specific project.

2.1. Strengthening Disclosure and Citizen Participation to Improve Value for Money in 
Public Contracting in Africa Project

The Secretariat has been implementing a project in partnership with the Africa Freedom of Information 
Centre (AFIC) with funding support from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. The project is aimed 
at strengthening disclosure of contracting data to facilitate citizens’ access to information and 
participation in public procurement to ensure better value for money in public contracts.   

As part of the project implementation, the Secretariat carried out a second round of an assessment of the 
Open Government Partnership (OGP) commitments made by some selected national stakeholders in 
Ghana. The assessment saw an improvement on the status of implementation as compared to the first 
assessment conducted in 2018. The fully implemented commitments increased from 12% to 22%; with 
partially completed commitments hovering at 60%. The Secretariat also worked closely with the Ghana 
Public Procurement Authority (PPA) to improve quality of procurement data disclosed on its website in 
alignment with the Open Contracting Data Standard (OCDS). 

The Secretariat assessed procurement data on the PPA website and engaged the Authority on the findings. 
This intervention contributed to the revamping of the PPA website christened Ghana Electronic 
Procurement System (GHANePs) designed to be OCDS-compliant. 

The Secretariat also built the capacity of 184 officials within selected public institutions, civil society 
organizations (CSOs), journalists and private sector officials to effectively implement the open contracting 
principles when Ghana’s new electronic data system (GHANePs) is fully operational. The training equipped 
the participants to fully understand and appreciate the demand for OCDS data for the GHANePs. 

Outcome

• A key outcome of monitoring the commitments is the fully implemented commitments increased from 
   12% to 22% with partially completed commitments hovering at 60%;
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• The assessment of the PPA website has contributed to the revamping of the website (now GHANePs);  
   and
• Trained participants will now be able to analyze data on the PPA website when the GHANePs becomes 
   fully operational.
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Mrs. Rhoda Appiah, Chief Manager,
Corporate and Facilities Management with

Public Procurement
Authority (PPA) making presentation

Mr. David Selassie Opoku-Global
training and

engagement lead for Open Contracting
(OCP) presenting on OCDS

• The assessment of the PPA website has contributed to the revamping of the website (now GHANePs);  
   and
• Trained participants will now be able to analyze data on the PPA website when the GHANePs becomes 
   fully operational.

Group work session by participants from public institutions and CSOs on ATI law and
procurement legislation

A cross-section of journalists and CSOs analyzing OCDS data
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2.2. Accountable Democratic Institutions and Systems Strengthening (ADISS) Project

The GACC Secretariat, as part of a Consortium with Ghana Integrity Initiative (GII), and SEND-Ghana, 
completed the implementation of a USAID funded five-year (2014 -2019) project. Activities implemented 
in the project completion year aimed at increased accountability and systems strengthening.

2.2.1 Passage of RTI Law 

The Ghana Integrity Initiative (GII) led Consortium, in collaboration with the RTI Coalition supported the 
campaign for the passage of the Right to Information (RTI) Bill through several initiatives including street 
advocacy, Red Friday campaigns, and media campaigns, coupled with bilateral engagements with 
Parliament. The passage of the RTI Act, 2019 (Act 989), which occurred on March 26, 2019 with 
Presidential assent on May 21, 2019, motivated a new campaign for effective implementation of the Act. 

The GII Consortium, in collaboration with the Ministry of Information, supported a stakeholders’ workshop 
that developed a work plan and roadmap ahead of the 2019 mid-year budget review, to ensure the 
implementation and operations of the RTI Act by the start of the 2020 financial year when the RTI Act 
takes effect.
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2.2.2 One Year of OSP 

The GII Consortium, in collaboration with Corruption Watch and the CSO Coalition on the Office of the 
Special Prosecutor (OSP), held a public forum to assess the progress made a year after the establishment 
of the office. The assessment was along five key dimensions: appointment of key officers of the office in 
terms of compliance with the spirit and letter of the law; setting up of the office including infrastructure, 

staffing, logistics and financing; operationalization - looking at the core mandate for the office to 
investigate, prosecute and recover stolen resources; and coordination and collaboration with sister 
agencies and public engagement.         

2.2.3 Institutionalizing of Citizen Groups 

To assure sustainability of the district level citizens’ group beyond the USAID funding support, the GII 
Consortium held capacity needs assessment for the groups after the identified capacity gaps were 
addressed through a series of capacity building and sustainability workshops. 

Further, the GII Consortium facilitated the institutionalization of the groups with the district level 
governmental institutions – Metropolitan, Municipal and District Assemblies (MMDAs). Accordingly, a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs) was signed to formalize activities between the citizen groups and 
the Assembly. For instance, 16 MoUs were signed between the GACC citizens’ groups known as the Local 
Accountability Networks (LANets) and their respective MMDAs.

A cross section of participants from the public institutions engaged

Pictures: Consultative meetings of members of the Campaign with Chair of the Constitutional and
Legal Committee, Hon. Banda, and Minority Leader, Hon. Haruna for the passage of the RTI Bill

The Secretariat developed seven key indicators as part of this project to monitor the implementation of the 
Office of the Special Prosecutor (OSP).  The indicators were to monitored the passage of the Legislative 
Instrument (LI) to the Act (Section 78); publication of half-yearly reports in at least two newspapers of 
national circulation and on the website of the office (Section 3(3)); creation of a website for the OSP; 
quarterly meetings by the OSP Board (Section 9); declaration of assets by all Board members (Section 7(3)); 
opening of a bank account for the OSP (Section 23); and submitting accounts of the OSP to the office of 
the Auditor General for auditing (Section 25). 

The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.



2.2. Accountable Democratic Institutions and Systems Strengthening (ADISS) Project

The GACC Secretariat, as part of a Consortium with Ghana Integrity Initiative (GII), and SEND-Ghana, 
completed the implementation of a USAID funded five-year (2014 -2019) project. Activities implemented 
in the project completion year aimed at increased accountability and systems strengthening.

2.2.1 Passage of RTI Law 

The Ghana Integrity Initiative (GII) led Consortium, in collaboration with the RTI Coalition supported the 
campaign for the passage of the Right to Information (RTI) Bill through several initiatives including street 
advocacy, Red Friday campaigns, and media campaigns, coupled with bilateral engagements with 
Parliament. The passage of the RTI Act, 2019 (Act 989), which occurred on March 26, 2019 with 
Presidential assent on May 21, 2019, motivated a new campaign for effective implementation of the Act. 

The GII Consortium, in collaboration with the Ministry of Information, supported a stakeholders’ workshop 
that developed a work plan and roadmap ahead of the 2019 mid-year budget review, to ensure the 
implementation and operations of the RTI Act by the start of the 2020 financial year when the RTI Act 
takes effect.
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2.2.2 One Year of OSP 

The GII Consortium, in collaboration with Corruption Watch and the CSO Coalition on the Office of the 
Special Prosecutor (OSP), held a public forum to assess the progress made a year after the establishment 
of the office. The assessment was along five key dimensions: appointment of key officers of the office in 
terms of compliance with the spirit and letter of the law; setting up of the office including infrastructure, 

staffing, logistics and financing; operationalization - looking at the core mandate for the office to 
investigate, prosecute and recover stolen resources; and coordination and collaboration with sister 
agencies and public engagement.         

2.2.3 Institutionalizing of Citizen Groups 

To assure sustainability of the district level citizens’ group beyond the USAID funding support, the GII 
Consortium held capacity needs assessment for the groups after the identified capacity gaps were 
addressed through a series of capacity building and sustainability workshops. 

Further, the GII Consortium facilitated the institutionalization of the groups with the district level 
governmental institutions – Metropolitan, Municipal and District Assemblies (MMDAs). Accordingly, a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs) was signed to formalize activities between the citizen groups and 
the Assembly. For instance, 16 MoUs were signed between the GACC citizens’ groups known as the Local 
Accountability Networks (LANets) and their respective MMDAs.

2.3. Strengthening Accountability and Transparency in the Utilization of Public Resourc-
es at the Local Level through Active Citizen Participation to Enhance Quality Service 
Delivery and Development-Project

The Secretariat has undertaken social accountability activities to improve the quality of service delivery 
within some selected districts. The Open Society Initiative for West Africa (OSIWA) funded the Secretariat 
to support its district level anti-corruption groups known as the Local Accountability Networks (LANets) 
within twelve (12) districts within the Ashanti, Northern and Brong-Ahafo Regions to monitor the quality 
of service delivery and public funds used in the implementation of health and education projects for 
engagement with duty bearers within the districts.  

Photograph on LANet members and Assembly Officials in Ellembele (left) and Axim (Right)

Municipal Director of CHRAJ participating
in the engagement

at Agona West (seated first on left row)

Photograph with Traditional
Authorities and

Assembly Officials after
engagement at Bibiani

The LANets undertook monitoring visits to project and service sites under the health and education within 
their respective districts. In all, thirty (30) projects were monitored, 17 in health and 13 in education. After 
each round of monitoring visits, the Secretariat, together with the LANets and the citizenry, held interface 
engagements with the District Assembly officials. The interface meetings presented the platform for duty 
bearers to answer questions and provide details on the projects that were monitored by the LANets. LANet 
monitoring and follow-up activities in the district compelled some District Assembly officials to open up 
some sections of the Assembly to citizen participation. 

Outcomes

• Over 5,000 citizens were engaged in the accountability forum in real time and live radio broadcasts and 
   social media. This activity created a platform for collaboration and interaction between the citizens and 
   duty-bearers, and similarly encouraged citizens to participate in the decision-making process.

• The Planning Officer of the Kintampo South District (in the Bono-Ahafo zone) revealed that LANet 
   activities in the district have contributed to an increase in the Assembly's internally generated funds (IGF) 
   mobilization from GHC 257,968.00 in 2017 to 328,172.87 in 2018. This represented a 27% increase on the 
   previous year's revenue.

• The Budget Officer of the Mampong Municipal Assembly also revealed at the Community Interface 
   Meetings that LANet activities at Kofiase had led to a 1.7% increase in the Assembly's IGF mobilization 
   during the period.

• In November 2018, two LANet members were made a part of the Savelugu Hospital Oversight 
   Management Committee, which is responsible for overseeing the activities of the hospital. This was as a 
   result of the LANet’s monitoring and advocacy work in the health sector.

• GACC Local Accountability Networks (LANets) within twelve (12) districts within the Ashanti, Northern 
   and Brong-Ahafo Regions were empowered through this project to lead the monitoring process. This 
   improved citizen involvement in local governance by participating in service delivery through effective 
   means of demanding quality service provision and holding duty bearers accountable for the provision of 
   services

• Due to the monitoring work done by the Ejisu LANet and the advocacy it carried out, the Ejisu Municipal 
   Assembly changed the source of funding of a 6-unit classroom block from the District Assembly Common 
   Fund – which was disbursed erratically – to the more reliable District Development Fund, to allow for 
   construction of the block to progress.

The Secretariat developed seven key indicators as part of this project to monitor the implementation of the 
Office of the Special Prosecutor (OSP).  The indicators were to monitored the passage of the Legislative 
Instrument (LI) to the Act (Section 78); publication of half-yearly reports in at least two newspapers of 
national circulation and on the website of the office (Section 3(3)); creation of a website for the OSP; 
quarterly meetings by the OSP Board (Section 9); declaration of assets by all Board members (Section 7(3)); 
opening of a bank account for the OSP (Section 23); and submitting accounts of the OSP to the office of 
the Auditor General for auditing (Section 25). 

The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.



2.3. Strengthening Accountability and Transparency in the Utilization of Public Resourc-
es at the Local Level through Active Citizen Participation to Enhance Quality Service 
Delivery and Development-Project

The Secretariat has undertaken social accountability activities to improve the quality of service delivery 
within some selected districts. The Open Society Initiative for West Africa (OSIWA) funded the Secretariat 
to support its district level anti-corruption groups known as the Local Accountability Networks (LANets) 
within twelve (12) districts within the Ashanti, Northern and Brong-Ahafo Regions to monitor the quality 
of service delivery and public funds used in the implementation of health and education projects for 
engagement with duty bearers within the districts.  
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The LANets undertook monitoring visits to project and service sites under the health and education within 
their respective districts. In all, thirty (30) projects were monitored, 17 in health and 13 in education. After 
each round of monitoring visits, the Secretariat, together with the LANets and the citizenry, held interface 
engagements with the District Assembly officials. The interface meetings presented the platform for duty 
bearers to answer questions and provide details on the projects that were monitored by the LANets. LANet 
monitoring and follow-up activities in the district compelled some District Assembly officials to open up 
some sections of the Assembly to citizen participation. 

Outcomes

• Over 5,000 citizens were engaged in the accountability forum in real time and live radio broadcasts and 
   social media. This activity created a platform for collaboration and interaction between the citizens and 
   duty-bearers, and similarly encouraged citizens to participate in the decision-making process.

• The Planning Officer of the Kintampo South District (in the Bono-Ahafo zone) revealed that LANet 
   activities in the district have contributed to an increase in the Assembly's internally generated funds (IGF) 
   mobilization from GHC 257,968.00 in 2017 to 328,172.87 in 2018. This represented a 27% increase on the 
   previous year's revenue.

• The Budget Officer of the Mampong Municipal Assembly also revealed at the Community Interface 
   Meetings that LANet activities at Kofiase had led to a 1.7% increase in the Assembly's IGF mobilization 
   during the period.

• In November 2018, two LANet members were made a part of the Savelugu Hospital Oversight 
   Management Committee, which is responsible for overseeing the activities of the hospital. This was as a 
   result of the LANet’s monitoring and advocacy work in the health sector.

• GACC Local Accountability Networks (LANets) within twelve (12) districts within the Ashanti, Northern 
   and Brong-Ahafo Regions were empowered through this project to lead the monitoring process. This 
   improved citizen involvement in local governance by participating in service delivery through effective 
   means of demanding quality service provision and holding duty bearers accountable for the provision of 
   services

• Due to the monitoring work done by the Ejisu LANet and the advocacy it carried out, the Ejisu Municipal 
   Assembly changed the source of funding of a 6-unit classroom block from the District Assembly Common 
   Fund – which was disbursed erratically – to the more reliable District Development Fund, to allow for 
   construction of the block to progress.

LANet monitoring team standing at the site of the proposed Fumesua school building project

The Secretariat developed seven key indicators as part of this project to monitor the implementation of the 
Office of the Special Prosecutor (OSP).  The indicators were to monitored the passage of the Legislative 
Instrument (LI) to the Act (Section 78); publication of half-yearly reports in at least two newspapers of 
national circulation and on the website of the office (Section 3(3)); creation of a website for the OSP; 
quarterly meetings by the OSP Board (Section 9); declaration of assets by all Board members (Section 7(3)); 
opening of a bank account for the OSP (Section 23); and submitting accounts of the OSP to the office of 
the Auditor General for auditing (Section 25). 

The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.



As a result of the Secretariats’ intervention through its LANet, two Community Health Posts (CHPS) 
compounds at Chirehin and Weila are at 80% and 90% completion, respectively. At the beginning of the 
project in 2016, the projects had been abandoned at 40% and 50% stages, respectively. The delivery of the 
projects was positively affected by the LANet’s interface meetings. In close collaboration with the LANets, 
the chiefs and people of the communities exerted pressure on the Assembly, which led to their project 
being prioritized.

The Sunyani Municipal LANet promoted the effective delivery of health projects in their municipality by 
monitoring and getting their Assembly to honor its debt to the contractor working on a maternity block so 
as to get him back to work. Due to the LANet’s work, a mental health block that was abandoned at the 
window level was re-awarded to a contractor in March 2019. The project has since reached the roofing 
level.corruption and mobilizing citizens to support the fight against corruption. The theme for the 
celebration appropriately challenged every citizen of Ghana to reflect, rethink and pledge to say No to 
Corruption.
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Chirehin CHPS at Project Inception

A 3-unit classroom block at Apaaso has been successfully completed and handed over to the school for
utilization through the intervention of LANet activities.

Apaaso Classroom at Inception Current State of Apaaso Classroom Block

Current State of Chirehin CHPS

The Secretariat developed seven key indicators as part of this project to monitor the implementation of the 
Office of the Special Prosecutor (OSP).  The indicators were to monitored the passage of the Legislative 
Instrument (LI) to the Act (Section 78); publication of half-yearly reports in at least two newspapers of 
national circulation and on the website of the office (Section 3(3)); creation of a website for the OSP; 
quarterly meetings by the OSP Board (Section 9); declaration of assets by all Board members (Section 7(3)); 
opening of a bank account for the OSP (Section 23); and submitting accounts of the OSP to the office of 
the Auditor General for auditing (Section 25). 

The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

The Previous State of the Mental Health Block The Current State of the Mental Health Block

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.



Mr. Charles Ayamdo, Director of Anti-Corruption at the Commission of Human Rights
and Administrative Justice launching the NACAP survey report
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2.4.  Strengthening Collective Action in the Fight against Corruption Project

The Secretariat embarked on a number of actions in collaboration with State anti-corruption institutions 
to reinforce collective action in the fight against corruption with a focus on punitive measures against acts 
of corruption. The Open Society Initiative for West Africa (OSIWA) funded the Secretariat to conduct a 
survey on the Implementing Partners (IPs) on the status of implementation of the National Anti-Corruption 
Action Plan (NACAP) from which a Policy Brief and a Research Report were developed. There was 
subsequent engagement with the IPs. The survey primarily investigated the challenges of NACAP 
implementation in its nascent stage. Challenges of under-reporting, among others, calls for a study to 
unearth the deeper issues that are hampering NACAP implementation [Policy brief available on the 
website].

The Secretariat developed seven key indicators as part of this project to monitor the implementation of the 
Office of the Special Prosecutor (OSP).  The indicators were to monitored the passage of the Legislative 
Instrument (LI) to the Act (Section 78); publication of half-yearly reports in at least two newspapers of 
national circulation and on the website of the office (Section 3(3)); creation of a website for the OSP; 
quarterly meetings by the OSP Board (Section 9); declaration of assets by all Board members (Section 7(3)); 
opening of a bank account for the OSP (Section 23); and submitting accounts of the OSP to the office of 
the Auditor General for auditing (Section 25). 

The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

Cross section
of participants

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.
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2.4.1. Commemoration of 2019 United Nation International Anti-Corruption Day (IACD)

Based on feedback from previous years, the Secretariat innovated with the regional 2019 United Nation 
International Anti-Corruption Day (IACD) commemoration by adding school and market outreaches. The 
Secretariat, in partnership with the members of GACC and the Local Accountability Networks (LANets), 
reached out to over 9,800 people through market, church, Mosque and school outreaches within ten 
regional capitals (Ho, Tamale, Wa, Bolgatanga, Sunyani, Cape Coast, Koforidua, Kumasi, Takoradi and Ada) 
and street float within two regional capitals (Ho and Takoradi) where citizens walked along streets and 
communities holding placards with anti-corruption inscriptions. The outreach was complemented with 
radio discussions, which included phone in segments for listeners to ask questions and make contributions. 
The 2019 IACD increased national awareness on the cost of corruption and mobilized citizens to support 
the fight against corruption.

Outcomes

• The overwhelming support from schools, religious leaders and Imams to provide their platform for 
sensitization is an indication of commitment towards the fight against corruption and an accomplishment 
for the Secretariat’s aim to mobilize citizens support.

The Secretariat developed seven key indicators as part of this project to monitor the implementation of the 
Office of the Special Prosecutor (OSP).  The indicators were to monitored the passage of the Legislative 
Instrument (LI) to the Act (Section 78); publication of half-yearly reports in at least two newspapers of 
national circulation and on the website of the office (Section 3(3)); creation of a website for the OSP; 
quarterly meetings by the OSP Board (Section 9); declaration of assets by all Board members (Section 7(3)); 
opening of a bank account for the OSP (Section 23); and submitting accounts of the OSP to the office of 
the Auditor General for auditing (Section 25). 

The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.

A Cross section
of participants

The Attorney-General and Minister of Justice,
Hon. Gloria Afua Akuffo making a remark

Dr. Franklin Oduro reading a speech on
behalf of the Board Chairman of GACC

The Team Leader of ARAP, Ana Sànchez
making a remark



The Secretariat developed seven key indicators as part of this project to monitor the implementation of the 
Office of the Special Prosecutor (OSP).  The indicators were to monitored the passage of the Legislative 
Instrument (LI) to the Act (Section 78); publication of half-yearly reports in at least two newspapers of 
national circulation and on the website of the office (Section 3(3)); creation of a website for the OSP; 
quarterly meetings by the OSP Board (Section 9); declaration of assets by all Board members (Section 7(3)); 
opening of a bank account for the OSP (Section 23); and submitting accounts of the OSP to the office of 
the Auditor General for auditing (Section 25). 

The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.

2.5. Citizens Action for Public Accountability and Pro-Poor Spending Project

As part of the Secretariat’s goals to improve accountability, transparency and equitable economic 
redistribution and management of public resources, it commissioned two papers through an Oxfam funded 
project aimed at effectively engaging policy makers for prudent management of public resources. 

The first paper, entitled ‘Domestic Revenue Mobilization (DRM) in Ghana for Pro-Poor Spending’, examined 
Ghana’s domestic revenue mobilization efforts in light of what is required for the country and made some 
recommendations for the government and the revenue collection authority to consider. 

The second paper, entitled ‘Pro-Poor and Effective Spending on Free Quality Public Basic Education through 
the Budget Process’, looked at the literature available on pro-spending, including examples from some 
African countries and narrowing down to the situation in Ghana. The paper discussed the country’s efforts 
at addressing poverty and pro-spending through the budget process; review of pro-poor spending in some 
countries of the stature of Ghana; and Ghana’s pro-poor spending on education. Some recommendations 
were made as well. 

The two papers commissioned identified loopholes in tax administration and public financial management 
and the need for transparent and proper application of mobilized tax revenues to the pro-poor sectors 
(education, agriculture and health), particularly targeting women and other vulnerable groups. The two 
papers also made some recommendations for policy makers to adopt them.

2.6. GACC Coordination of CSOs to Undertake Joint Initiatives

The Secretariat has played a key role during this period by coordinating CSOs’ initiatives through collective 
efforts to improve advocacy and to gather a reaction from government. The Secretariat mobilized over forty 
key CSOs committed to fighting corruption and promoting the rule of law and public accountability to 
collectively agree on a position and sign on to press statements and petitions on issues of national interest. 
Some of the collaborative actions implemented during the reporting year included:

• Collective CSO support for the President’s termination of the US$74 million Zoomlion contract, and calls 
   for investigation and prosecution for any violation of the Public Procurement Act 2003 (Act 663); 

• Commemoration of the Global Week of Action Against Inequality in Ghana to create awareness on 
   inequality during the World Economic Forum held in Davos, Switzerland; 

• Collective CSO request for detailed information from the Minister of Finance with regards to projects that 
   resulted in GHC 2.75 billion savings for Ghana, referencing the mid-year budget review presentation by 
   the Finance Minister to Parliament on 29th July 2019; 

• Multi-stakeholder campaign for the passage of the Right to Information (RTI) Bill through several 
   initiatives including street advocacy, Red Friday campaigns and a media campaign, coupled with bilateral 
   engagements with Parliament; and

• Nationwide commemoration of the Anti-Corruption and Transparency (ACT) week in the first week of 
   December as part of the United Nations International Anti-Corruption Day (UN IACD) on 9th December.

-14-



The Secretariat developed seven key indicators as part of this project to monitor the implementation of the 
Office of the Special Prosecutor (OSP).  The indicators were to monitored the passage of the Legislative 
Instrument (LI) to the Act (Section 78); publication of half-yearly reports in at least two newspapers of 
national circulation and on the website of the office (Section 3(3)); creation of a website for the OSP; 
quarterly meetings by the OSP Board (Section 9); declaration of assets by all Board members (Section 7(3)); 
opening of a bank account for the OSP (Section 23); and submitting accounts of the OSP to the office of 
the Auditor General for auditing (Section 25). 

The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.

2.7. Ghana CSO Platform on the SDGs Sub-platform 10 Initiative

The Secretariat, a Co-Convener of CSO SDG 10 platform, played a lead role in the platform’s 
commemoration the Global Week of Action Against Inequality in Ghana to create awareness on inequality 
during the World Economic Forum held in Davos, Switzerland. The Goal 10 Platform, led by the Convener - 
SEND Ghana, held a public forum in Nima among other media activities to highlight issues of inequality in 
Ghana.

Over 1,000 people were sensitized on how past and existing national policies have exacerbated the 
situation of inequality in the country. Persons who suffered various forms of inequality shared their stories 
with the participants.

Participants of
the disability group
addressing the
gathering on their
experience of inequality

Mrs. Beauty Narteh addressing the gathering
on the need to tackle inequality at the

People’s Assembly in Nima
Cross section of women and youth from various communities seated

2.8. Women in Anti-Corruption Forum

Women are hardest hit by corruption; they are also a part of the solution. Among other factors, women play 
a key role in shaping the value system of any society, in particular via raising their children. Research 
indicates that women, especially in developing countries, are mostly more impacted by corrupt activities. 
For instance, UNDP’s Human Development Report (2012) revealed that about 76% of women in a survey 
responded that corruption has prevented them from having access to public goods and services. All these 
call for the need to include women in the fight against corruption.

Therefore, they have an important contribution to make in building sustainable integrity systems. The 
Secretariat, funded by the UNDP, held a forum on the theme: “The Role of Women in the Fight Against 
Corruption in Ghana”. About 70 participants were engaged. The participants, who were mainly women 
drawn from the public and private sector, CSOs, media and academia (including representatives of women 
and youth groups), were equipped on how to contribute effectively towards the fight against corruption. The 
forum established a dialogue between the actors dedicated to fighting against corruption. The forum 
consisted of a moderated panel discussion hosting notable anti-corruption and gender thought leaders to 
respond to Mrs. Clara Beeri Kasser-Tee, Legal Practitioner/Consultant, being the main speaker who set the 
pace with a detailed presentation on the theme. She stated that creating the right value systems and a safe 
environment for women to freely talk, and giving women more access to opportunities are some of the ways 
to engage them in the anti-corruption advocacy. She stressed that there is the need to implement more 
advocacy strategies on gender equality in public services where women can effectively play their role as 
change agents to create systems that we don’t have and to nurture those systems until we have enough 
consensus within the population that abhors corruption. The panelists for the session including Mrs. Linda 
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Ofori-Kwafo, Executive Director of GII, Prof. H.K Prempeh, Executive Director of CDD-Ghana and Mr. 
Charles Ayamdoo, Director of Anti-Corruption, CHRAJ contributed to issues raised and responded to critical 
questions during the plenary discussion. 

The forum provided a greater understanding on the links between gender dimensions and corruption. In a 
remarks by Nana Teiba Chinebuah, Lead Democratic Governance Cluster- Programme Specialist, UNDP, she 
indicated that women are the custodians of building the value systems of the next generation as they 
mostly take care of children; and with the needed capacity and information, women can contribute to 
advocacy against corruption in their local communities and demand accountability from public officials.



The Secretariat developed seven key indicators as part of this project to monitor the implementation of the 
Office of the Special Prosecutor (OSP).  The indicators were to monitored the passage of the Legislative 
Instrument (LI) to the Act (Section 78); publication of half-yearly reports in at least two newspapers of 
national circulation and on the website of the office (Section 3(3)); creation of a website for the OSP; 
quarterly meetings by the OSP Board (Section 9); declaration of assets by all Board members (Section 7(3)); 
opening of a bank account for the OSP (Section 23); and submitting accounts of the OSP to the office of 
the Auditor General for auditing (Section 25). 

The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.

2.8. Women in Anti-Corruption Forum

Women are hardest hit by corruption; they are also a part of the solution. Among other factors, women play 
a key role in shaping the value system of any society, in particular via raising their children. Research 
indicates that women, especially in developing countries, are mostly more impacted by corrupt activities. 
For instance, UNDP’s Human Development Report (2012) revealed that about 76% of women in a survey 
responded that corruption has prevented them from having access to public goods and services. All these 
call for the need to include women in the fight against corruption.

Therefore, they have an important contribution to make in building sustainable integrity systems. The 
Secretariat, funded by the UNDP, held a forum on the theme: “The Role of Women in the Fight Against 
Corruption in Ghana”. About 70 participants were engaged. The participants, who were mainly women 
drawn from the public and private sector, CSOs, media and academia (including representatives of women 
and youth groups), were equipped on how to contribute effectively towards the fight against corruption. The 
forum established a dialogue between the actors dedicated to fighting against corruption. The forum 
consisted of a moderated panel discussion hosting notable anti-corruption and gender thought leaders to 
respond to Mrs. Clara Beeri Kasser-Tee, Legal Practitioner/Consultant, being the main speaker who set the 
pace with a detailed presentation on the theme. She stated that creating the right value systems and a safe 
environment for women to freely talk, and giving women more access to opportunities are some of the ways 
to engage them in the anti-corruption advocacy. She stressed that there is the need to implement more 
advocacy strategies on gender equality in public services where women can effectively play their role as 
change agents to create systems that we don’t have and to nurture those systems until we have enough 
consensus within the population that abhors corruption. The panelists for the session including Mrs. Linda 

Ofori-Kwafo, Executive Director of GII, Prof. H.K Prempeh, Executive Director of CDD-Ghana and Mr. 
Charles Ayamdoo, Director of Anti-Corruption, CHRAJ contributed to issues raised and responded to critical 
questions during the plenary discussion. 

The forum provided a greater understanding on the links between gender dimensions and corruption. In a 
remarks by Nana Teiba Chinebuah, Lead Democratic Governance Cluster- Programme Specialist, UNDP, she 
indicated that women are the custodians of building the value systems of the next generation as they 
mostly take care of children; and with the needed capacity and information, women can contribute to 
advocacy against corruption in their local communities and demand accountability from public officials.

Mrs. Clara Beeri Kasser-Tee,
Legal Practitioner/Consultant Presenting

a Paper

A cross section of participants

2.9. Sensitizing Citizens on their Role in Fighting Corruption

The Secretariat, partnered with the Commission on Human Rights and Administrative Justice (CHRAJ) and 
the National Commission for Civic Education (NCCE), equipped over 200 youths particularly students from 
schools within Kumasi in the Ashanti Region with knowledge on what corruption is, its corrosive effects and 
the need for them to contribute to addressing the menace. The Secretariat’s LANet members were also 
there as participants. This initiative was funded by the UNDP and the OSIWA as part of activities to 
commemorate the 2019 International Anticorruption Day marked 9th December every year. The 
engagement was held under the theme: “Empowering Ghana’s Youth: A Must and Sustainable Path Towards 
Addressing Corruption”. 
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On behalf of the Governing Board of the Ghana 
Anti-Corruption Coalition (GACC) and my own 
behalf, I present to you the 2019 Annual Report of 
GACC. I am extremely pleased with our 
contribution towards the fight against corruption 
this year.

This year has seen some remarkable results, 
especially the passage of the Right to Information 

(RTI) Act 2019 (Act 989), which will increase 
transparency by opening public and private 

decision-making processes to scrutiny. 

The GACC also devised new strategies that have empowered citizens to demand accountability from 
authorities and public institutions for improved service delivery, particularly in education and health. 

Proudly, the GACC, in a phased membership admission drive, admitted its first set of five new organizations 
bringing our current membership total to fifteen (15). The new members, made up of public and civil society 
organizations, comprise: 
1. Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI), 
2. Ghana Audit Service (GAS), 
3. Good Governance Africa (GGA), 
4. National Commission for Civic Education (NCCE), and
5. Public Procurement Authority (PPA).  
It is our conviction that our new members will bring new drive and consolidate the gains in our collective 
drive in the fight against corruption in Ghana. A fight we are determined to win!

The year also marked the launch of GACC’s Five-Year Strategic Plan to guide the operations of the coalition 
from 2020-2024. The new strategic plan seeks to promote a more coordinated approach in the 
implementation of stakeholder anti-corruption interventions, particularly amongst members and the GACC 
Secretariat.  For instance, Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) collaborated with the GACC 
Secretariat during its first ever major stakeholder engagement since it was established in 2008. This unique 
event clearly demonstrates the determination and thirst for harmonization of efforts between members 
and the GACC Secretariat. 

The year 2019 also recorded a number of corruption cases that exposed some public officials for alleged 
breach of the law. Popular among these exposés is the report by freelance investigative journalist, 
Manasseh Azure Awuni dubbed: 'Contracts for Sale'. The documentary featured the CEO of the Public 
Procurement Authority (PPA), Mr. Adjenim Boateng Adjei in an allegedly conflict of interest situation. This 
resulted in the suspension of the CEO and investigation by the Commission for Human Rights and 
Administrative Justice (CHRAJ) into the matter. 

Finally, I congratulate the hard-working staff of GACC for their relentless commitment to the organization 
and the demand for accountability. I express my sincere appreciation to the Governing Board for 
stewardship and dedication to GACC and the fight against corruption in Ghana and beyond.

The Secretariat developed seven key indicators as part of this project to monitor the implementation of the 
Office of the Special Prosecutor (OSP).  The indicators were to monitored the passage of the Legislative 
Instrument (LI) to the Act (Section 78); publication of half-yearly reports in at least two newspapers of 
national circulation and on the website of the office (Section 3(3)); creation of a website for the OSP; 
quarterly meetings by the OSP Board (Section 9); declaration of assets by all Board members (Section 7(3)); 
opening of a bank account for the OSP (Section 23); and submitting accounts of the OSP to the office of 
the Auditor General for auditing (Section 25). 

The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.

A cross-section
of students and
LANet members

3.0. Mobilizing Support for an Effective Asset Declaration Regime in Ghana project

The Secretariat secured funding from the Strengthening Action against Corruption (STAAC) programme 
funded by the DFID to undertake an anti-corruption intervention to mobilize support from public officials 
and institutions, the media and citizens to support an asset declaration programme that includes 
verification, publication and sanctions. This period has been more of a series of consultation with the Ghana 
Audit Service Legal Department and Public Relations team on the development of the concept as an 
animation video for asset declaration and activity on education of the executive, legislature and judiciary.

The Secretariat worked closely with the Ghana Audit Service to produce an educative asset declaration 
animation video, which will be publicized on TV channels and social media later in 2020 to sensitize eligible 
declarants and the public.

3.1. Admission of New Members into GACC

The GACC, in a phased membership admission drive, admitted its first set of five new organizations bringing 
our current membership total to fifteen (15). The new members, made up of public and civil society 
organizations, comprise: 
1. Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI), 
2. Ghana Audit Service (GAS), 
3. Good Governance Africa (GGA), 
4. National Commission for Civic Education (NCCE), and
5. Public Procurement Authority (PPA).  

It is our conviction that our new members will bring new drive and consolidate the gains in our collective 
drive in the fight against corruption in Ghana.

3.2. Launch of GACC’s Five-Year (2020-2024) Strategic Plan

As part of its new organizational strategy, the Secretariat launched its five-year strategic plan (2020-2024) 
developed with support from STAAC. The strategy plan was launched by the Senior Minister, Hon. Yaw 
Osafo-Maafo who is among GACC’s key strategic partners at the premises of the Economic and Organised 
Crime Office (EOCO). The event, which was moderated by Mrs. Linda Ofori-Kwafo, Executive Director of GII, 
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recorded over 100 participants who were representatives from civil society organizations, state and 
non-state actors, embassies, development partners, media and academia, and among others. The new 
strategy envisions a corruption-free Ghana where the coalition will jointly fight corruption and promote 
integrity through a sustained and effective coordination of anti-corruption activities of members and other 
relevant stakeholders to stem the canker that has become an issue of grave concern to Ghana.



The Secretariat developed seven key indicators as part of this project to monitor the implementation of the 
Office of the Special Prosecutor (OSP).  The indicators were to monitored the passage of the Legislative 
Instrument (LI) to the Act (Section 78); publication of half-yearly reports in at least two newspapers of 
national circulation and on the website of the office (Section 3(3)); creation of a website for the OSP; 
quarterly meetings by the OSP Board (Section 9); declaration of assets by all Board members (Section 7(3)); 
opening of a bank account for the OSP (Section 23); and submitting accounts of the OSP to the office of 
the Auditor General for auditing (Section 25). 

The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.

3.0. Mobilizing Support for an Effective Asset Declaration Regime in Ghana project

The Secretariat secured funding from the Strengthening Action against Corruption (STAAC) programme 
funded by the DFID to undertake an anti-corruption intervention to mobilize support from public officials 
and institutions, the media and citizens to support an asset declaration programme that includes 
verification, publication and sanctions. This period has been more of a series of consultation with the Ghana 
Audit Service Legal Department and Public Relations team on the development of the concept as an 
animation video for asset declaration and activity on education of the executive, legislature and judiciary.

The Secretariat worked closely with the Ghana Audit Service to produce an educative asset declaration 
animation video, which will be publicized on TV channels and social media later in 2020 to sensitize eligible 
declarants and the public.

3.1. Admission of New Members into GACC

The GACC, in a phased membership admission drive, admitted its first set of five new organizations bringing 
our current membership total to fifteen (15). The new members, made up of public and civil society 
organizations, comprise: 
1. Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI), 
2. Ghana Audit Service (GAS), 
3. Good Governance Africa (GGA), 
4. National Commission for Civic Education (NCCE), and
5. Public Procurement Authority (PPA).  

It is our conviction that our new members will bring new drive and consolidate the gains in our collective 
drive in the fight against corruption in Ghana.

3.2. Launch of GACC’s Five-Year (2020-2024) Strategic Plan

As part of its new organizational strategy, the Secretariat launched its five-year strategic plan (2020-2024) 
developed with support from STAAC. The strategy plan was launched by the Senior Minister, Hon. Yaw 
Osafo-Maafo who is among GACC’s key strategic partners at the premises of the Economic and Organised 
Crime Office (EOCO). The event, which was moderated by Mrs. Linda Ofori-Kwafo, Executive Director of GII, 

recorded over 100 participants who were representatives from civil society organizations, state and 
non-state actors, embassies, development partners, media and academia, and among others. The new 
strategy envisions a corruption-free Ghana where the coalition will jointly fight corruption and promote 
integrity through a sustained and effective coordination of anti-corruption activities of members and other 
relevant stakeholders to stem the canker that has become an issue of grave concern to Ghana.

Snr. Minister Yaw Osafo Marfo launching the GACC Strategic Plan

In the Senior Minister’s keynote address, he urged all present to relentlessly fight against corruption. He 
also indicated that the five-year strategic plan of the GACC, which seeks to provide a synergized framework 
for effective co-ordination of anti-corruption activities of members and other relevant partners including 
the citizens, would lead to the bigger picture of a corruption free Ghana.

Mr. Walter Amewu, Deputy Director, EOCO, in his welcome remarks indicated that, in recent times, EOCO 
has transcended its traditional role of law enforcement and has embarked on preventive advocacy through 
its Public Affairs Unit (PAU). This additional role enables EOCO to complement the work of other partners 
in the coalition, therefore hosting the launch of the Secretariat’s five-year strategic plan is in order. 

The five-year strategic plan provides a planning framework for the entire coalition to ensure efforts in 
fighting corruption are revamped. This strategic plan will ensure that programming in member organizations 
derives from a common and agreed strategy for anti-corruption work. Nana Osei-Bonsu, Chairperson for the 
Ghana Anti-Corruption Coalition and CEO, Private Enterprise Federation, indicated that it is going to take 
the active involvement of everyone present - development partners, state institutions, coalition members, 
civil society, media, staff of the Secretariat, the Citizenry of Ghana among others - to make the new 
strategic plan a success. 

There were solidarity messages from developing partners that commended GACC’s efforts in collaboration 
and fighting corruption in the past years. The development partners include STAAC as the Team Leader; Mr. 
Howard Tucker, Department for International Development; USAID represented by Mrs. Audra Lykos; STAR 
Ghana Foundation by Mr. Amidu-Ibrahim-Tanko; Australian Embassy by Ambassador Andrew Barnes; and 
GACC CSO platform representative, Dr. Emmanuel Akwetey, Executive Director – IDEG.
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The Secretariat developed seven key indicators as part of this project to monitor the implementation of the 
Office of the Special Prosecutor (OSP).  The indicators were to monitored the passage of the Legislative 
Instrument (LI) to the Act (Section 78); publication of half-yearly reports in at least two newspapers of 
national circulation and on the website of the office (Section 3(3)); creation of a website for the OSP; 
quarterly meetings by the OSP Board (Section 9); declaration of assets by all Board members (Section 7(3)); 
opening of a bank account for the OSP (Section 23); and submitting accounts of the OSP to the office of 
the Auditor General for auditing (Section 25). 

The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.

Photos from
the event

3.3. Stakeholders Dialogue on the Right to Information Act and the Private Sector in 
Ghana

The Secretariat partnered with the Alliance for Integrity and the Private Enterprise Federation to hold a 
stakeholders’ dialogue on the Right to Information Act and the Private Sector in Ghana on the theme: “The 
Right to Information Act: Implications for the Private Sector” on 25th April, 2019 at Best Western Premier 
Hotel, Accra. This initiative was undertaken in collaboration with the Ghana National Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, Parliamentary Network Africa. It followed the passage of the RTI bill into law in 
Ghana after several attempts dating back two decades. 

In the welcome remarks by Mr. Christian Widmann, Coordinator of the Sustainable Economic Development 
Cluster of the GIZ, he highlighted the essence of information for transparency stating that “unfettered 
access to relevant information can only help increase the pace of economic development, whilst ensuring 
transparency”. Other speakers/panelists for the dialogue included the Executive Secretary of GACC also a 
member of the Alliance for Integrity Advisory Group, Mrs. Beauty Narteh; Legal Practitioner, Mrs. Clara Beeri 
Kasser-Tee; CEO, Private Enterprise Federation and Chairman of GACC, Nana Osei-Bonsu; Director, 
Corporate Affairs and Facility Management, Public Procurement Authority, Mrs. Rhoda E. Appiah; Deputy 
Commissioner, Commission on Human Rights and Administrative Justice (CHRAJ) and Vice Chairman of 
GACC, Mr. Richard Quayson; and the CEO of Ghana Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Mr. Mark 
Badu-Aboagye. 
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The Secretariat developed seven key indicators as part of this project to monitor the implementation of the 
Office of the Special Prosecutor (OSP).  The indicators were to monitored the passage of the Legislative 
Instrument (LI) to the Act (Section 78); publication of half-yearly reports in at least two newspapers of 
national circulation and on the website of the office (Section 3(3)); creation of a website for the OSP; 
quarterly meetings by the OSP Board (Section 9); declaration of assets by all Board members (Section 7(3)); 
opening of a bank account for the OSP (Section 23); and submitting accounts of the OSP to the office of 
the Auditor General for auditing (Section 25). 

The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.

Speakers and panelists called on the private sector to ensure integrity in their operations as the country 
took steps for greater transparency through the passage of the law. They agreed that information created 
by private businesses may be accessed where such information relates to the performance of a public 
function and is submitted to or in the possession or custody of the public institution, even in the absence 
of follow-up regulations to be passed under the Act to determine aspects that will apply to the private 
sector; hence, the need for the private sector to be abreast with the full implications of the Act. They also 
entreated the private sector to develop integrity tools and follow good corporate governance principles in 
their businesses and in their dealings with third parties in order to avoid sanctions.

Photos of the panel session Photo of the speakers/panelist Photo of cross-section of participants

3.4  Anti-Corruption Day Business Integrity Forum 

The Secretariat partnered with the Alliance for Integrity and the Private Enterprise Federation to organize 
an Anti-Corruption Day Business Integrity Forum where it engaged business executives, policy makers and 
representatives of business chambers, trade associations, professional bodies and civil society 
organizations under the theme: “Positioning for the Africa Continental Free Trade Area Agreement (AfCFTA) 
and the fight against corruption: the critical role of the Ghanaian Private Sector”. It was held on 10th 
December 2019 at Best Western Premier Hotel, Accra in commemoration of the 2019 International 
Anti-Corruption Day. This initiative was undertaken in collaboration with the UK Ghana Chamber of 
Commerce (UKGCC), American Chamber of Commerce, Ghana (AMCHAM), Ghanaian-German Economic 
Association (GGEA), Palladium, and the Global Compact Network. The forum created an opportunity for the 
private sector to reflect on their commitment to the fight against corruption, identified the challenges to 
business integrity as well as adopted measures to promote a responsible business conduct in Ghana in line 
with the AfCFTA.  

In an opening remark by Nana Osei-Bonsu, the CEO of the Private Enterprise Federation (PEF) and Chairman 
of GACC, he entreated Government to embark on a process to disseminate more information about AfCFTA 
to the Ghanaian business community who have to prepare themselves for an onslaught of competition from 
other African countries. The event presented an opportunity for a panel discussion to situate the AfCFTA 
within the broader framework of Ghana’s anti-corruption practices. The panel was represented by the Head 
of Programmes for GACC, Bright Sowu; President of the GGEA, Stephen Antwi; Executive Director of the 
UKGCC, Adjoba Kyimah; Executive Secretary of the American Chamber of Commerce in Ghana, Simon 
Madjie; Governing Board Member at the Global Compact Network Ghana, Solomon Tetteh-Akpeng; and Ms. 
Kerusauskaite, Project Director at Palladium/MoDac. It was indicated during the panel discussion that 
Ghana, as headquarters of the AfCFTA, should emulate the steps that Brussels, the headquarters of the EU, 
has taken to attract multinational companies to Brussels. These steps should be grounded and anchored 
on a regime with an anti-corruption agenda.

Nana Osei-Bonsu, the CEO of the
Private Enterprise Federation (PEF)
and Board Chairman of GACC
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The Secretariat developed seven key indicators as part of this project to monitor the implementation of the 
Office of the Special Prosecutor (OSP).  The indicators were to monitored the passage of the Legislative 
Instrument (LI) to the Act (Section 78); publication of half-yearly reports in at least two newspapers of 
national circulation and on the website of the office (Section 3(3)); creation of a website for the OSP; 
quarterly meetings by the OSP Board (Section 9); declaration of assets by all Board members (Section 7(3)); 
opening of a bank account for the OSP (Section 23); and submitting accounts of the OSP to the office of 
the Auditor General for auditing (Section 25). 

The Secretariat also supported the Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana) to launch its 
Afrobarometer Round 8 surveys in 2019/2020 as part of initiatives to promote anticorruption. This 
collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
(Act 804). It also assessed the operations of the office against the object of the office: to prevent and 
detect organized crime and facilitate the confiscation of proceeds of crime.

Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.

The panelists shared some key measures being adopted by the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement 
(USMCA) to address the issue of corruption. Some of these measures include legislative measures that will 
require the signatories to adopt or maintain legislative or other measures to criminalize bribery of a public 
official; bribery of a foreign public official; soliciting or acceptance of a bribe as a public official; 
embezzlement, misappropriation, or another diversion by a public official of property entrusted to the public 
official; and aiding or abetting of or conspiracy in the bribery-related offenses listed above.

Photos of the panel session Group photograph of participants

3.5. Strategic Engagement and Policy Dialogues 

The Secretariat actively participated in the following strategic meetings internationally:

• The Executive Secretary, Mrs. Beauty Emefa Narteh participated in a Partners Learning Forum dubbed: 
  Portfolio Review - Innovative and Creative Citizen-Driven Anti-Corruption Initiatives” from February 
  7th-8th, 2019 in Abuja, Nigeria organized by OSIWA. The forum brought together OSIWA partners and 
  thought leaders and practitioners in the field of anticorruption where they critically appraised the state of  
  the anticorruption field in West Africa; and probed the progress made to date, challenges and the 
  foreseeable potential for improvement in effectively advancing the fight against corruption in the region.

• The Acting Head of Programmes and Deputy Executive Secretary, Mr. Bright Sowu attended a two-day 
   workshop organized by the African Forum and Network on Debt and Development (AFRODAD) at Cresta 
  Lodge, Gaborone – Botswana from 20th to 21st March, 2019. The workshop engaged and promoted 
  continental dialogue on curbing illicit financial flows (IFFs) between multiple stakeholders and policy 
  actors including parliamentarians, CSOs and religious groups. The forum also mobilized participants to 
  rally behind the ‘Stop the Bleeding Campaign’ - a strategy to put pressure on African governments to 
  combat IFFs from Africa.

• The Executive Secretary attended the Alliance for Integrity’s Global Conference from       2nd to 6th April 
   2019 in Mexico City, Mexico, which focused on engendering a multi-stakeholder dialogue on 
   strengthening integrity in the economic system. Specifically, the workshop dissected the success factors 
   and solutions with the potential for upscaling. The conference deliberated on the challenges faced by the 
   private sector in championing integrity in business as well as explored practical measures to address the 
   identified challenges. She was also a panelist during a high-level plenary session that discussed why 
   strengthening integrity is vital for sustainable development and the achievements of the Agenda 2030.

• The Executive Secretary participated in a Partners for Review (P4R) Network Meeting organized in Oaxaca, 
   Mexico from 21st -23rd May 2019. 

• Mrs. Beauty Emefa Narteh, the Executive Secretary of GACC who doubles as a co-chair on Ghana CSOs 
   Platform on SDGs received funding support from Care International participate in the High-Level Political 
   Forum (HLPF) on the Sustainable Development Goals in New York from Tuesday 9th July to Thursday 18th 
   July 2019, under the theme "Empowering People and Ensuring Inclusiveness and Equality". The HLPF 
  reviewed progress towards Six SDGs (SDG 4, SDG 8, SDG 10, SDG 13, SDG 16, and SDG17).
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collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
revealed that most Ghanaians perceive at least “some” corruption in key public institutions, and a majority 
fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
say the level of corruption in the country has increased and the government is doing a poor job in fighting 
it.

To promote effective coordination of state and non-state actors, the Secretariat collaborated with the 
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO) to hold its first ever stakeholder engagement to address 
public curiosity and interest in the operations of the EOCO. A paper was commissioned to provide a critical 
assessment of the operations of EOCO over the years. The paper, entitled “Rethinking our Mindset and 
Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO” [Newsletter available on website], 

gave a brief history of the office from the Serious Fraud Office Act 1993 (Act 466) to the establishment of 
a specialized agency with a wider mandate pursuant to the Economic and Organised Crime Office Act 2010 
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Outcome

• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.

Some of the Ghana delegation (including the CSO Representatives)  present at the meeting in New York

• The Executive Secretary attended a two (2) day workshop on Business Integrity and Collective Action 
   Forum from 14th to 15th August, 2019 in Johannesburg, South Africa organized by the office of Integrity 
   and Anti-Corruption of the African Development Bank (AfDB). The workshop was organized on the 
   theme “Towards enhancing collective action to improve culture of ethics and compliance in business in 
   Africa – A focus on small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs)”. The roundtable workshop identified 
   collective actions to improve the culture of ethics and compliance in business in Africa with a focus on 
   SMEs and created the Working Group on Mentoring and Coaching SMEs on Ethics and Compliance and 
   Working Group on Women in Ethics and Compliance in Africa (WECA). The Executive Secretary was 
   selected as a member of the Working Group on Women in Ethics and Compliance in Africa (WECA).

• The Executive Secretary participated in the third African Anti-Corruption Dialogue under the theme 
   “Towards a Common African Position on Asset Recovery” organized by the African Union Advisory Board 
   on Corruption (AUABC) in Kigali, Rwanda from 9th to 12th October 2019. The workshop clearly exposed 
   the lack of synergy between the international and the African Regional initiatives. It was important that 
   the UN works closely with the AU to assure the promotion of coordinated efforts in engaging and eliciting 
   the commitment of African Governments and public institutions. 

• The Executive Secretary participated in a three (3) day workshop organized by the United Nations 
   Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) in collaboration with the African Union 
   (AU)/African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) and UNDP under the theme “African regional workshop on 
   effective governance for sustainable development: putting principles into practice” from 30th October to 
   1st November 2019 in Pretoria, South Africa.

• The Acting Research Officer, Mr. Samuel Harrison-Cudjoe, attended a workshop at Arusha, Tanzania from 
   26th to 29th November 2019. The workshop was organized by HIVOS in collaboration with the Africa 
  Freedom of Information Centre (AFIC) under the theme: “Local Open Contracting Initiatives Regional 
  Workshop & East Africa Public Procurement Forum (EAPPF”). The workshop discussed the experiences of 
  the represented local governments, emerging open contracting initiatives lessons and experiences, and
  developed strategies for knowledge sharing and deepening open contracting at the local government level.

• The Acting Head of Programmes and Deputy Executive Secretary, Mr. Bright Sowu, attended a Project 
  Mid-Term Review Meeting for Africa Freedom of Information Centre (AFIC) partners. The project review 
  meeting was organized by AFIC from 3rd to 4th December, 2019 at Kampala, Uganda. The Secretariat has 
  been implementing the ‘Strengthening Disclosure and Citizen Participation to Improve Value for Money in 
  Public Contracting in Africa’ project during the period. The review meeting brought together project 
  partners to take stock of the project across the continent, made contributions to how the project is being 
  implemented as well as lessons learnt and shared experiences with one another.
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collaboration presented a joint effort in advancing advocacy following the outcome of the survey, which 
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fear retaliation if they report graft to the authorities. According to the survey, more than half of Ghanaians 
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it.
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• Reaction from participants particularly the media revealed that citizens are committed to assisting the 
EOCO with information to investigate corruption cases.

4.0. STAFF TRAINING AND CAPACITY BUILDING

The Secretariat staff were equipped with the following skills:

* The Acting Research Officer, Mr. Samuel Harrison-Cudjoe attended a WACSI funded workshop on Effective 
   Social Activism under the theme: “Strengthening Stakeholder Collaboration to Expand Civic Space in West 
   Africa” (18th-20th September 2019)

* The Programmes Officer, Mr. Kwesi Boateng Assumeng, attended the African Forum and Network for Debt 
  and Development (AFRODAD) 5th series Summer School from 25th to 29th November, 2019 at Protea 
  Hotel Marriot Hatfield, Pretoria, South Africa under the theme: “Illicit financial flows and domestic 
  resources mobilization in the era of digital economies in Africa: opportunities and challenges”.

* The Executive Secretary participated in a workshop on implementing the United Nations Convention 
   against Corruption (UNCAC) for about 27 civil society representatives and 26 government representatives 
   from 15 African countries on the theme: “Multi-Stakeholder Workshop on the United Nations Convention 
   against Corruption (UNCAC) and its Review Mechanism” from 8th-12th April 2019 in Addis Ababa,  
   Ethiopia. The workshop equipped the Executive Secretary with knowledge of the UNCAC Review 
   Mechanism and preparation for the Second Cycle (2016-2021), which is focused on preventative measures 
   and asset recovery. The training sought to promote collaboration among civil society participants and the 
   governmental counterparts in the review process. In addition, she had the opportunity to present on the 
   role of GACC in the first review of Ghana. Ghana has finalized and submitted its self-assessment led by 
   CHRAJ, the UNCAC focal point with contribution from GACC.

Group Photograph of participants (CSOs and Government)
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Staff from the Programmes, Communications, Research and the Finance Units participated in a series of 
workshops under the USAID funded project (ADISS).  Staff were equipped on the following topics: 

• Workshop on Leadership Skills and Project Management (14th-16th October, 2019)
• Workshop on Resource Mobilization and Financial Administration to Donors (17th-18th October, 2019)
• Workshop on Monitoring and Evaluation & Learning (4th-6th November, 2019) 
• Workshop on Knowledge Management (7th-8th November, 2019)

5.0. STAFFING UPDATE

During the period, the Communications Officer, Mr. Abdul Kudus-Husein resigned from his post. Due to 
funding challenges, the Secretariat could not renew the contract of four of the staff, namely:

1. Mr. Kwesi Assumeng Boateng – Programmes Officer 
2. Ms. Adelaide Naa Allotey – Acting Programmes Officer
3. Ms. Sandra Obeng – Acting Finance Officer 
4. Mr. Allen Akoto – Acting Admin Officer 
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6.0. CONCLUSION 

Even though the year 2019 presented financial challenges for the Secretariat, modest gains were made in 
the implementation of strategic activities that made some tremendous impact in the fight against corrup-
tion in Ghana. The collaborative partnership approach adopted by the coalition has yielded the desired 
results. The strategy affirms the positive impact of numbers in CSO advocacy. The new GACC strategic plan 
reaffirms the need for fostering strong partnership between state and non-state actors coupled with the 
harmonization of efforts and resources in the fight against corruption. 

7.0. PUBLICATIONS

The following were published within the period and are available on our website www.gaccgh.org:

Newsletter
• Rethinking our Mindset and Toolkit for our Anti-Graft Campaign: A Case for an Independent EOCO, 2019

Policy Briefs
• Making the National Anti-Corruption Action Plan Work Policy Brief, 2019
• Promoting Domestic Revenue Mobilization through a more progressive Tax System, 2019
• Assessment of Ghana’s Open Contracting Commitments

Research Papers
• Domestic Revenue Mobilization (DRM) in Ghana for Pro-Poor Spending, 2019
• Pro-Poor and Effective Spending on Free Quality Public Basic Education through the Budget Process, 2019

Reports
• Mapping Report on Public Procurement Authority Website, 2019 
• Status of Implementation of the National Anti-Corruption Action Plan, 2019
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School & Radio
Sensitization on
Anti-Corruption

MARKET & TAXI STATION SENSITIZATION ON ANTI-CORRUPTION

PHOTO GALLERY

Church & Mosque
Sensitization on
Anti-Corruption



ANTI-CORRUPTION DAY CELEBRATION RALLY

PHOTO GALLERY

WORKSHOP ON ATI LAW AND PROCUREMENT LEGISLATION 
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Mr. Thomas Bondzi,
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demonstrating to participants


